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Using a function to change the field that has focus
 
 
This example was developed in response to a forum question. It demonstrates that a function (or script) can be used to change the focus from one field to a different field. 
 
While it can be achieved, it is probably not the best approach. The user would normally expect to be in control of which object has focus, either by selecting a field or tabbing into the next field.  
 
In this example the focus changes based on an event. The user may not be aware that the focus has changed,
especially if they are concentrating on the keyboard as they are typing in the data. As a result the user may not of changes on the screen. To help highlight the current field each object uses shading and a border style. 
 
We would recommend using the automatic tabbing order or a custom tabbing order (see the Tab Order palette). Refer to a previous example here. 
 
 
Example 1: Function is called from script in the full event
Script in the full event:
 
// Call the function and pass the SOM// expression of the object 
// that you want to receive the focus. 
 
autoNav.autoTab(company.somExpression);  
Example 2: Function is called from script in the change event
Script in the change event of the objects:
 
// Call the function if the data exceeds// a set length 
 
if (xfa.event.newText.length >= 15)
{
         // call the function
         autoNav.autoTab(company.somExpression);
}
The above fields are limited to the visible area.
The above fields are limited to fifteen characters.
Script in the 'autoTab' function that is in the 'autoNav' script object: 
 
// Function to change the object that has the current focus.
// A version of tabbing.
// Parameter: SOM expression of target object
// Returns: nothing 
 
function autoTab(oTarget)
{
         // use setFocus
         xfa.host.setFocus(oTarget); 
         // give the user an audio indication that the focus has changed
         xfa.host.beep("3"); 
} // end of function
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